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Cutting Board

Today there are many different materials used to make cutting boards.  You can find boards made out of glass, plastics, composites, bamboo as well as wood.  Certain materials all have their pros and cons.  All of you will get an opportunity to make your own wooden cutting board.

During this project you will learn a number of things including:

· What wood to use and why.

· Use of all the machines in the wood shop.

· Learn how to draw to scale.

· Use the same principals and techniques in building a tabletop.

· Understanding wood movement and grain orientation.

· Selecting a design suitable for any desired use.

· Learn about ‘food-safe’ finishes.

Step 1- Design 

Using the handout and examples shown to you, design a cutting board to meet your needs. You must route your edges. Bonus marks will be given to the creativeness of the design including handling features, drip grooves, etc. Check out the Cutting Board photo gallery on my website.
I’m looking for the design of your cutting board. Keep both of the following sheets to be handed in.
· Thumbnail Sketches- Use one of the sheets provided. Get me to sign off your sheet before moving on.
· Working Drawing- This scaled drawing should look exactly like the finished project. Get me to sign off your sheet before moving on. (Common scales are 1 to 2 or 1 to 3)
If any changes are made to your cutting board, make sure you MODIFY/REVISE your drawing!
Step 2- Selecting your wood- The type of wood you use is important for a number of reasons.
1. You must choose a type of wood that is “closed-grain”, to avoid any bacteria from building up in the wood. Red Oak is not a good wood to use.
2. Some woods are harder and more durable than others and certain woods contain toxins or allergens.
3. There are a couple of species that you may use at no cost, they include Pine or Alder.  If you wish to use any specialty woods you may for an ‘upgrade’, depending on the size of the project and on the type of wood. 

Step 3- Construction
· 1. Select your wood   
· 2. Break out stock (FEWTL) maintaining a MAXIMUM thickness for your pieces- you will have to re-thickness plane later. 
· 3. Glue up your pieces using a water proof glue-  Look at photo to see how to alternate grain and create a reference face.
· 4. Scrape off glue on both sides with a glue scraper.
· 5. Thickness plane to final thickness.

· 6. Cut your board to its final shape an add any details- Handle, routed edges (must have), etc
· 8. Sand up to 220 grit.
· 9. Wet your entire board with a wet paper towel. Wait 5 minutes and re-sand with 220 grit.
· 10, Apply a coat of salad bowl finish or Mineral Oil with a paper towel to your board, allow it to penetrate (5 minutes for the oil and 1 hour for the Salad Bowl finish) and then buff out with a clean cotton rag.  Repeat if necessary. 

Cleaning instructions:

Wash with mild soap and warm water and dry off with a cloth.  Do not allow water to sit and soak into the wood. Do not put into the dishwasher. You may want to re-apply a finish once in a while to “re-season” your cutting board. You may use various types of oils found in the kitchen (Olive oil, vegetable oil, etc). Just apply a bit of oil with a paper towel after the board is dry. Be aware that some oils will go rancid if sitting for a long period of time.
Step 4- Hand Everything in: The following items must be handed in so use this as a checklist: 
· Thumbnail sketches

· Working drawing

· This sheet
· Your finished Cutting Board

Below is the marking criterion for this project.  Put your name on this sheet and hand everything in.
	
	4
	3
	2
	1 - 0

	Design


	Sheets are all handed in and signed and the drawing reflects the project.
	Something is missing or the drawing does not reflect the project
	A couple of items/details are missing.
	Multiple items/details are missing.

	Construction
	A great amount of detail and care are evident resulting in an outstanding project. 
	Moderate effort has been made but there are 1 or 2 details that would have resulted in an outstanding project.
	Some effort has been made but there are 3 details that would have resulted in a better project.
	Little to no considerations were made and have resulted in a poor cutting board with many problems.

	Gluing


	
	The effort and quality of gluing is of a high standard and will insure the cutting board will last a long time.
	
	There are voids as result of poor edges or not enough glue/too much clamping pressure.

	Sanding


	The level of sanding is of a high quality. There are NO marks and the grain is clear.
	Moderate effort was made sanding the board, however some more attention would have resulted in a more complete project.
	Some time and effort was put into sanding. However, there are still burn marks and/or other machine marks.
	Little to no time and effort was put into sanding which has resulted in a poor project. 

	Finish 
	
	A great amount of care and effort has been put into finishing your cutting board.
	The board could’ve used more finish and seems ‘dry’ or the finished was not buffed out enough.
	No finish has been applied.

	Details
	Bonus- Extra special steps and details have been taken to make an outstanding cutting board.
	Bonus- Special details have been added to make the board better.
	Simple details were put into the design to make a special project.
	Project has basic features.
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